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have three personal ideals. One, the day’s 
work well and not bother about tomorrow. Second, 
act the golden rule, far lies, professional 
brethren, and the patients committed care. Third, 
cultivate measure equanimity, would enable 
bear success with humility, the affections friends 
without pride, and ready when the day sorrow and 
grief may come meet with the courage befitting 


REGIONAL CONFERENCES 


The Southwestern Regional Conference the League 
will held conjunction with the Texas State Con- 
ference Social Work, March and 10, 1926, 
San Antonio. planned have the Regional Con- 
ference meetings precede the State Conference one 
day. 


The Western Regional Conference will held 
Kansas City, Missouri, April and 16, 1926. Last 
year’s meeting this Regional Conference Omaha 
was the first gathering children’s workers this 
part the West. invitation the Council 
Social Agencies and local Committee the Conference 
goes Kansas City this year. 


FINANCES, 1926 


For five years the League has entirely secured its 
financial support from Foundations, payments for 
services, and small gifts from members and friends. 

Last year order claim certain grant was 
necessary for the League raise $12,500. The execu- 
tives and friends responded whole-heartedly this 
task and the amount was subscribed. 

Due increasing demands for service has become 
necessary establish new Departments and increase 
the personnel the national organization. This year 
and probably for future years the League must have 
budget equal that other national agencies. 

The expenditures for 1926 will amount $66,840 
the League carry out its full program. 

The estimated income follows: 


Balance, October $142.72 
Special Grant from 10,000.00 
Payments for 10,000.00 
Dues from member organizations............. 2,750.00 
Special Grant for church work 12,500.00 
$36,392.72 

Less estimated 36,392.72 

$30,491.28 


can expect financial support only from persons 
familiar with the services rendered through our mem- 
ber organizations. order raise the necessary 
$30,491.28, financial support must three times 
greater than the past year. Member organizations 
will asked responsible for certain amounts that 
the Child Welfare League may carry on—this year and 
the future. 

The March issue the BuLLETIN will give pledges 
received from various cities throughout the country 
and hope member organizations will respond early 
possible. 


LEAGUE MEETINGS THE NATIONAL 
CONFERENCE 


The National Conference Social Work meets this 
year Cleveland, Ohio, May June Child 
Welfare League America will hold three meetings 
beside its luncheon and annual meeting. Arrangements 
have been made follows: 

Headquarters and meeting place, Statler Hotel, 

Euclid Avenue corner 12th St. 
Date and time meetings: 
Wednesday, May 26th, 2-5 
Thursday, May 27th, 2-5 
Friday, May 28th, 1-4 (Luncheon and Annual 
Meeting). 
Tuesday, June Ist, 2-5 

Reservations should made early. There are 
number single rooms available; also double rooms 
with twin beds when these are requested. The rates are: 

Single rooms with shower bath—$3.00, $3.50 and 

$4.00. With both shower and tub—$4.00 $8.00. 

Double rooms (for two, one double bed) with shower 

bath, $4.50, $5.00 and $5.50. With shower and 
tub, $6.00 $9.00. 
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Twin-bed rooms for one two with shower bath, 

$5.50, $6.00 and $6.50. With tub, $7.00 $10.00. 
Reservations may made direct with the hotel 
may, preferably, addressed the Committee 
Housing and Hotels, William Lacy, Secretary, 502 
Electric Building. 


MISS LUNDBERG JOINS THE STAFF 

Miss Mary Irene Atkinson having resigned after 
serving almost two years Director the Depart- 
ment Institutional Care, Miss Emma Lundberg 
has been secured succeed her. During Miss Atkin- 
son’s period with the League, the service rendered 
institutions various parts the country has been 
acceptable that the Department already pressed 
meet the demands made it. Miss Lundberg, for 
eleven years charge Social Service the United 
States Children’s Bureau, well equipped acquain- 
tance and experience carry the work the De- 
partment. Mr. Hopkirk continues give his major 
attention work with church institutions. 


FURTHERING COOPERATION WITH THE 
AMERICAN LEGION 

Certain member agencies and institutions the 
League have occasionally been puzzled know how 
far exchanging information about specific 
children with local Legion Child Welfare Chairmen. 
The probable benefit this children already re- 
ceiving care from the agencies has not always been clear. 
After discussing the matter some length the Execu- 
tive Committee its recent meeting makes the fol- 
lowing suggestion the Legion: 


order further full cooperation child-caring 
agencies with the American Legion assisting depen- 
dent children World War veterans, the Executive 
Committee the Child Welfare League America 
suggests that the American Legion, through Depart- 
ment Child Welfare Chairmen, inform social agencies 
caring for children the allowances and benefits 
which the children World War veterans are entitled 
under the law. 

“That the Chairmen also inform the social agencies 
the manner which the American Legion can assist: 

securing these benefits. 

advising the agencies cases which doubt 

eligibility may exist. 

re-opening claims that have been disallowed 

but which seem have merit. 

finding local resources care which may not 

readily available the 


The Legion unique position certain respects. 
the first place, has been asked the United States 
Veterans’ Bureau assist the Bureau checking 
the names and facts about every dependent child 
veteran now the Bureau list and other dependent 
children veterans who are not the Bureau lists. 
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this all completely there need cooperative 
exchange information about such children who may 
the care some our members. The Legion 
workers have found many children entitled benefits 
they are not receiving, being defrauded benefits 
that are being paid their names. Some our mem- 
bers have also had the assistance the Legion 
securing such payments for their wards. the second 
place, the Legion, because its long experience 
handling the various claims ex-service men, has de- 
veloped experience that the ordinary social agency 
will rarely have, and that constantly utilized 
the American Red Cross well, although the latter 
does much service this sort. this connection the 
Legion can give valuable advice cases that are 
doubtful eligibility, disallowed claims that seem 
have merit. Not seldom very considerable persis- 
tence required get fair hearings for these children. 

was the opinion the Executive Committee, ex- 
pressed the last sentence the above Resolution, 
that the homes and services Legionnaires ought 
specially available any community for such veterans’ 
children need them. most places local Legion 
posts feel special responsibility for seeing that their 
are helped get jobs that their children 
not suffer, and are ready lend hand many 
difficult situations. 

the local Legionnaires may not specially helpful 
the ultimate welfare child The average 
Legionnaire has never learned much about cause and 
effect and possible remedies such distressing social 
conditions. this does not differ greatly from 
many other people. has, however, the advantage 
good leadership his National Headquarters, which 
understands the obligations the agencies their 
clients, the possible effects hasty and 
action and, most important all, the great potenti- 
alities service the Legion. 

The League has all along endeavored meet the 
Legion fairly cooperative action behalf veterans’ 
children. Recently there has come our notice two 
instances long range planning that will inevitably 
draw all parties into closer understanding. one 
State the Legion registering all its cases with the 
Confidential Exchanges the principal cities, the 
social agencies are ascertaining from every client 
whether there are service connections, and, there are, 
notifying the Legion State Child Welfare Chairman 
the names and facts. Clearly there has been achieved 
here mutual confidence which ought operate 
improve the service both parties. The Legion 
this State has learned that the agencies are out for 
service and not “charity,” and the agencies have 


CHILD WELFARE LEAGUE AMERICA BULLETIN 


confidence that the local Legion members will not rush 
their cases the detriment the children 
order work off altruistic impulse; bringing Christ- 
mas baskets, visiting them their homes foster 
homes without previous planning, making them objects 
notice various unwise attentions. another 
State the State-wide child-placing society and the 
State Board Charities are cooperating draw 
small manual embodying certain simple suggestions 
what ought done that State certain 
specified contingencies order take best advantage 
the existing welfare equipment and appending 
this complete list every public and private welfare 
agency, including hospitals, arranged counties. This 
manual will placed the hands every County 
Child Welfare Chairman the American Legion 
that State, that each may know the nearest and best 
social agency and what can do. The Legion this 
State already drawing the social agencies for ser- 
vice now and again, while the same time conducting 
certain activities itself. 

Conditions and problems will vary some extent 
from State State, that the above may not applic- 
able everywhere, but they may serve steps that ought 
bring about closer cooperation. The League office 
will glad service working out local prob- 
lems, will also Miss Emma Puschner, Nationa! 
Field Secretary the Child Welfare Division the 
American Legion, Indianapolis, Indiana. 


INQUIRY 


member organization would like the opinion 
other members the feasibility conducting 
cafeteria for income. The cafeteria would housed 
separately from the organization, but the organization 
would responsible for the conduct the business. 
Before undertaking the venture, the executive wants 
very much have the benefit any experience that 
other members may have had such connection. 
The office will glad forward replies the inquiring 
agency. 


THE INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION SERVICE 


resource for social agencies the international 
handling social problems families and children has 
been developing during the last five years the Inter- 
national Migration Service, whose two-fold purpose 
social service for persons whose problems reach into 
two more countries, and social studies the inter- 
national aspects migration they affect individuals 
and families. The organization consists chain 
bureaus Poland, Czecho-Slovakia, Greece, France, 
Canada and the United States, all acting together under 
international headquarters Geneva. certain 


other countries the Service works through correspond- 
ents, assuming, however, degree responsibility 
while depending local resources for investigation and 
care. aims prevent ill-advised migration timely 
advice would-pe emigrants; provide care 
emergencies along the route; help repatriate persons 
deported excluded and solve the international 
tangles still remaining for many families even after their 
admission. 

America social agencies become increasingly 
aware the foreign roots immigrant families under 
their care they are eager for means reaching abroad 
for understanding the families’ needs and for help 
meeting them. Repeatedly the Service works out plans 
for women and children separated from husbands and 
natural guardians. Increasingly asked local 
agencies for facts which decide whether child’s 
best future lies adoption this country its re- 
turn distant relatives abroad; for picture 
adolescent’s experience the old world, his inheritance 
and traditions, such may throw light behavior 
problems. 

From the data accumulated the handling cases, 
the Service has undertaken such studies reveai 
the social costs migration and the need for inter- 
national protection. the International Child Wel- 
fare Conference Geneva 1925, pointed out some 
the “Social Problems Migrating Children,” and 
recently has been asked contribute study 
deserted children now being made the Social Section 
the League Nations. 

Further information may obtained from the Ameri- 
can Bureau, Madison Avenue, New York City. 


NEW CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT 
FUNCTIONING IOWA 

The work those agencies and institutions Iowa 
that are employing careful modern methods child- 
care reenforced the new laws signed April 
last year the Governor. Commission had spent 
two years studying the needs the State under the 
Chairmanship Mr. James Weaver Des Moines 
and with the assistance the Extension Division the 
University Iowa. The Commission presented ten 
Bills, which the Legislature enacted six into law. 

These include licensing regulations for child-placing 
agencies, boarding homes and maternity hospitals 
addition similar powers exercised over institutions, 
also Act dealing with the establishment paternity. 
Act Defining the Duties the State Board Con- 
trol makes provision for the employment executive 
and suitable assistants carry out the provisions 
both the new and old Acts. 

Mr. Edwin Sands, formerly Housing Commis- 
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Tuurston, New York 

Secretary—C. Chicago 

Treasurer—ALFRED Mt. Vernon St., Boston, Mass. 
Executive Director—C. Carstens, New York 

sioner the State, has been appointed Superintendent 
Child Welfare and securing the friendly cooperation 
the child-caring organizations both public and private. 
required law familiarize himself with their 
work order prepared for the annual renewal 
licenses, which depends his and the Board Con- 
trol’s estimate the quality, value and general conduct 
the work. 

matter regret that among the proposed 
statutes that were not enacted was one dealing with 
adoptions. While certain provisions reach the trans- 
fer guardianship the matter not dealt with the 
way the Commission intended. Iowa now one the 
relatively few States whose laws take much cogniz- 
ance children taken out the State, “exported,” 
those “imported.” fact the exportation law safe- 
guards the children rather better because includes 
persons well agencies, while the importation law 
states nothing herein shall deemed prohibit 
resident the State from bringing into the State 
child for adoption into his own 
will still possible for persons secure children 
other States provided they them into the State 
personally. time the Act will probably amended 
take cognizance such practices. 

Our member, the Iowa Children’s Home Society, 
being relied the new department help the 
attainment uniformly improved standards over the 
State. 


FOR BETTER DENTAL SERVICE 


study dental facilities New York 1924 re- 
vealed both the inadequacy the service volume 
and policies. There has recently been issued report 
the Committee Dispensary Development treat- 
ing dental services which may offered hospitals, 
settlements and health centers, and schools. 
While the report considered tentative carefully 
prepared discussion service that everywhere being 
emphasized par importance with all other 
health measures. Members the League may find the 
report interest dentists who give service their 
children. 


BOARDING HOMES FOR BABIES 


Pennsylvania has just written statute and enacted 
into law, requiring every person who takes more than 
one child under three years age board secure 
license from the State Department Welfare. Penn- 
sylvania has found this necessary because its experience 
tallies with that other states where the boarding 


small children has not infrequently been very widely 
commercialized. From now the “baby farms” 
Pennsylvania will gradually eliminated. Such step 
great State important not only because will 
save the lives and the health children, but also 
expression the confidence the State modern 
form child-care when given under proper condi- 
tions. question has been raised why the State 
should license, and not the local community. For the 
sake reasonable uniformity requirements and 
catch the migrating household which boards few 
babies for profit, sometimes just outside cities where 
there are regulations, the system State licensing 
approves itself the best. 

request being made New York editors the 
State Commissioner Health asking that they not 
publish any advertisements from persons conducting 
so-called boarding homes for infants unless these per- 
sons are able produce license from their local 
Department Health. This, course, not ade- 
quate safeguard the Pennsylvania regulation, but 
will probably diminish the number placements 
parents who have idea what boarding home 
should be, and are not position give any super- 
vision. Such persons presumably will turn more often 
than heretofore the accredited agencies for service. 


UNDERSTANDING AND GUIDING YOUNG 
CHILDREN 


the February “Child Study,” magazine the 
Child Study Association America, Inc., the scientific 
understanding young children discussed two 
very readable articles. Many our members are prob- 
ably familiar with Dr. Arnold Gesell’s “The Mental 
Growth the Pre-School Child”; not, the first 
article the magazine good introduction the 
book and explanation how Dr. Gesell’s scientific 
deductions prove useful those responsible for young 
children. another page the BuLLETIN Mr. 
Stoneman, the Michigan Children’s Aid Society, en- 
larges the perils ignorance the adoption 
children. surely not too much expect any person 
agency undertaking plan the future life child 
the light the best modern knowledge. 

the author the article question, From Baby- 
hood Childhood,” Edna Brand Mann, well says: 

“The blithe and easy answer, ‘Oh, he’s young yet— 
he’ll catch after starts school,’ ‘He’ll out- 
grow all that’ will not carry much weight used 
to. the light accurately worked-out schedules 
just how child should act different stages growth, 
will not easy pass lightly the difficulties 
which begin appear the pre-school age. Retarda- 
tions and variations should recognized once, for 
the time correct defect its beginning. Says 
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Dr. Gesell, ‘Normal mental growth not matter 
complete predestination, even infants. Defects, 
handicaps, deviations, many 
occur—numerous cases mental abnormality, per- 
version, faulty habit-formation and conduct disorder 
have their roots the pre-school years.’ 

“No element quite significant the develop- 
ment the personality the child his growth self- 
reliance and independence. cases where mental and 
emotional difficulties arise children, this one the 
first factors examined. Training along this line 
can scarcely begin too early. ‘Not only from the breast 
must the child weaned. cannot always play 
his mother’s lap. must time begin play the 
floor; cannot always play the same room with his 
mother, must learn play adjoining one. 

must even learn bed alone and later 
school alone.’ 

great many defects and lacks can reme- 
died careful attention the first years child’s 
life, just well face the fact that along certain 
lines training and environment will make little differ- 
inborn equipment capacity for both cruel and use- 
less; can only lead disappointment both parent 
and child.” 


the same issue Dr. Helen Woolley discusses 
“The Real Function the Nursery one 
method applying scientific knowledge the develop- 
ment pre-school age children. its community 
surveys the staff the League has numerous occa- 
sions called attention the desirability introducing 
the methods and trained personnel the nursery 
school into institutions, day nurseries, and receiving 
homes child-placing societies. Dr. Woolley’s article 
discusses special detail the service such school may 
render parents (and, assume, foster parents, cot- 
tage mothers, and matrons) illuminating their day- 
by-day contact with their children with educational 
intelligence. Dr. Woolley says: 

“One cannot expect every mother expert 
educational methods for children between two and five, 
any more than expect every mother educa- 
tional expert methods for children between five and 
ten years age. fact, present the younger period 
rather the more difficult field, because not well 
understood and not well standardized the educa- 
tional work for older children. Even the intelligent 
mother apt make most unreasonable demands 
children, asking entirely too little some directions, 
just because she does not know what their capabilities 
are. She not intending unreasonable, but she 
has never studied the mental development young 
childhood.” 

She also finds that the physical care 
nursery school usually has much add advantage 
the children, including those from homes where nutri- 
tion ought well understood. For the rest she asks 
certain questions which ought the mind 
every children’s worker: 


generally are coming agree that the 
level mental ability depends greater extent than 
have been willing concede upon the opportunities 
for mental growth early childhood. Young children 
are learning many things with great rapidity and with 
great interest. They are learning motor coordination, 
how manage their bodies. They are learning the 
properties the objects the world about them. They 
are constantly exploring and testing and experimenting 
with things, finding out what they are, what they will 
do, and how use them. They are acquiring vocabu- 
lary, language, means expression, and they get 
chance they may learning great deal about music 
and pictures and taking the first step producing some 
music and pictures their own. Here wide range 
learning going on, but who guiding it? Are 
setting the stage for learning? the unaided home 
present furnishing adequate background for the 
mental development young children?” 


obvious, course, that such school the 
Merrill-Palmer cannot accessible everyone, yet 
the principles, the observations, and the results being 
sought ought part the professional equipment 
increasing number children’s workers. This 
especially the case now that the phrase, child study, 
passing into current use all hands. Workers repu- 
table agencies ought supplying with content 
their respective communities. 


NEW YORK ATTACKS MAMMOTH PROBLEM 


Under the leadership Mr. William Hodson, 
Executive Director, the Welfare Council New York 
City gradually accumulating facts which base 
its policies. The size the task appears when one 
reads that there are 1,500 social agencies the city, 
which 342 are grouped family welfare agencies under 
subdivisions, and 247 child welfare agencies six 
subdivisions. Such volume case work difficult 
imagine, especially one knows how every agency with 
which one familiar overcrowded with work. With- 
out doubt there will come about from facing the facts 
together important realignments and distribution 
burdens that will make for greater efficiency. The prev- 
alent good will toward the project the part the 
agencies indicates that much will accomplished. 

Mr. Hodson member the Executive Committee 
the League, while the Chairman the Executive 
Committee the Council Mr. Homer Folks the 
New York State Charities Aid Association. 


RURAL PROGRAM CALLS FOR VARIETY 

The States west the Mississippi River are widely 
known for their magnificent distances, and social work 
must reckon with geography everything under- 
takes. Yet there are the East conditions not dis- 
similar, States which the children’s agencies are the 
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only social agencies any sort reaching the smaller 
communities. Maine, for example, great dis- 
tances and sparse settlement, the difficulties com- 
munication over much the year mean that whatever 
social agency functioning all, would meet the 
needs the children and not simply use them feeders 
for its work, must undertake variety services, 
general children’s aid job. 

recent statement about the work the Maine 
Children’s Home Society the Superintendent, Mr. 
Hawes, gives glimpse how the Society 
trying what needed. says: and more 
every year are aiding mothers keep their children 
their own homes, preference turning them over 
the Society the State Board Charities and 
Corrections.” are frequently able find employ- 
ment for the older children, and this done whenever 
possible. seldom find case willing pauper— 
most the children are eager allowed for 
All such children are under the frequent 
supervision the Society’s Superintendent and four 
women district assistants. grouping placements and 
making supervisory visits sufficient duration in- 
clude meal even overnight visit the Society both 
learns what the family life and becomes real friend 
adults and children. 320 children care the 
beginning 1925, 104 were boarding homes pending 
return relatives parents many cases. fair 
number adoptions take place every year but the 
effort the Society makes help children stay with 
their own extends even aiding grandmothers. 
Mr. Hawes explains, “The grandmothers have the 
hardest time all. find great many cases where 
both father and mother have died, where the mother 
has died and left the children for grandmother care 
for. these cases are frequently able render 
financial aid the work bringing the little ones 
home.” 


BROTHER BARNABAS SPEAKS FOR BOYS 

From his paper the recent Conference Child 
Welfare held Ottawa, Canada, entitled Boyology— 
The New there rings real demand for 
better supply men who can give boys the teen 
age wholesome contacts, where they haven’t such 
their own homes among their accustomed associ- 
ates. strikes responsive chord the heart every 
case worker who has watched her boys grow into that 
period which she not only cannot follow them 
intelligently she used, but where may that the 
fact she woman creates barrier that was never 
between them before. The fact that boy was agonized 
the point desperation having walk down the 
street with “his” social worker from clinic 


considered his psychiatrist perhaps the largest 
single obstacle his recovery home and school. 
course, such faltering the case work stride after the 
teen age reached not universal, yet frequent 
enough win agreement for Brother Barnabas’s 
dictum: vital that put back the life the 
boy the really high type man that wish him 
take his “By the design God there 
particular time boy’s life when seeks man upon 
whom mould his character. the past, has been 
noted, there was his father, his close companion, his 
ideal. With the passing rural conditions, the school- 
master supplied this need great extent. knew 
little the science pedagogy, and his instruction 
perhaps made force what lacked finish. But 
did enter vividly into the lives the boys his 
schoolroom; was vital factor the community 
and force building its character.” 

Nowadays most the teachers are women. Yet the 
boys remain need contact with the right men, and 
Brother Barnabas’s demand for real training for recrea- 
tion, Boy Scout, and other leisure time leaders well 
justified. The establishment course Notre 
Dame University leading the degree M.A. 
recognition training value comparable the schools 
social work. Personnel that equipped for its work 
the crucial element every agency. these leaders 
receive adequate training, they should link well with 
the case work agencies dealing with boys. 


CHILD WELFARE NEWS 


The Child Welfare Committee the Advisory Com- 
mission for the Protection and Welfare Children 
and Young People, functioning under the League 
Nations, has recently been strengthened the appoint- 
ment Miss Julia Lathrop, representing the National 
Conference Social Work this country and Canada; 
Miss Charlotte Whitton, representing the Canadian 
Council Child Welfare; and Dr. Ismael Valdes 
Chile, President the Pan-American Child Welfare 
Congress. Miss Grace Abbott, Chief the Federal 
Children’s Bureau, continues represent the United 
States upon the Committee, unofficial and con- 
sultative capacity. 


The new child-development committee the Na- 
tional Research Council, which Dr. Bird Baldwin 
chairman, recently held organization meeting. 
The meeting was attended research workers in- 
terested the various phases child development and 
representing nearly score schools, colleges, and uni- 
versities. Sub-committees were formed study animal 
development relation child development, the physi- 
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cal growth, nutrition, and mental hygiene the young 
child, and the literature research these fields. 


effort determine what extent environ- 
ment has influenced the children brought for treatment 
the Massachusetts Division Mental Hygiene, the 
division made study 400 the first children brought 
the habit clinics the division. these children, 
80.5 per cent failed get what normal home should 
give them. assumed here that normal home 
should afford child not only food, shelter, and cleanly 
care, but some training conduct, some idea control, 
religious training, affection, some the culture the 
group which belongs, opportunity express 
himself play simple duties, and chance mingle 
with other children. The rest the cases showed 
problems uncomplicated defects home life. Only 
per cent the children whose homes failed them 
suffered from poverty, and the other per cent (280 
cases) the failures were rather than mate- 
these 280 cases, per cent received teach- 
ing from their parents what right wrong behavior 
is, per cent received effective control the home, 
nearly per cent lived homes showing cultural 
interests, per cent lacked opportunity for normal 
play, and per cent were unloved the place they 
called home. 

study the parents showed that 225 children had 
parents too much handicapped ignorance make 
success parenthood, children had parents who were 
ill, cases one both parents were distinctly 
neurotic, children were considered the clinics 
victims oversolicitude. 


POSTURE CHARTS OBTAINABLE 


The Federal Children’s Bureau has prepared series 
charts based the observation and measurement 
school children Dr. Armin Klein, Boston, who 
charge posture clinics the Massachusetts Gen- 
eral Hospital. addition the ordinary posture sil- 
houettes, these charts picture posture for different 
types physique, that they come closer reality 
given cases. limited number may obtained free 
from the Children’s Bureau, whole set six for fifty 
cents from the Government Printing Office, the set 
three for boys, three for girls, may obtained for 
twenty-five cents per set. 


CHANGES FOR DIRECTORY 
Department, United 
Charities Wilkes-Barre. Miss Clara Van Trump, 
Superintendent, succeed Miss Anna Roller, 
resigned. 


Have you read all the League’s publica- 
tions? can supply the following such 
numbers are desired: 


No. 6.—The Need for Psychological 
Interpretation the Placement Depen- 
dent Children, Jessie Taft, Ph.D. 

Price, Fifteen Cents 

No. 7.—What Dependent Children 

Need. Edited Williams. 
Price, Twenty-five Cents 

No. 11.—The Problem the Un- 
married Mother and Her Child, Ruth 
Workum. 

Price, Fifteen Cents 

No. Edited Miss Georgia Ralph. 
The service given child-placing agency 
family with three small children where 
the mother was need sanitorium care. 
Three Parts. 


Price, Thirty Cents (complete) 
Twenty-five more copies, Twenty-five Cents Each 


No. Study the Experience Nursery 
School Training Child Adopted from 
Institution, Helen Woolley, Ph.D. 


Price, Twenty-five Cents 
Ten more copies, Fifteen Cents Each 


ENCLOSURES 
(Sent members League only) 

“What Children Should Received for Care 
Institution Agency and What the Responsi- 
bility for Those not Accepted?” Mr. Carstens, 
careful statement based countrywide obser- 
vation conjunction with philosophy social 


work which recognizes that unique services 


many sorts may rendered the variety 
agencies now functioning. the same time Mr. 
Carstens makes clear that scientific knowledge 
and trained personnel are still the two chief pre- 
requisites. 

Little Money—A Lot Love,” describes the 
Extension Service Mooseheart, means 
which the Order was, December 1925, caring 
for 243 children from families their own com- 
munities supplement the work the institu- 
tion. These children are mostly with their widowed 
mothers, but some are full orphans with relatives,and 
other cases the father alive but incapacitated. 
The work seems have wholesome breadth. 

the Eastern Regional Conference the League 
Miss Ethel Taylor the staff discussed the 
the Case Worker Prevent Con- 
duct Difficulties.” Its emphasis understanding 
the mental factors case work makes especially 
timely. 

Many interesting questions various aspects 
adoption are raised “‘A Study Adoptions 
Cuyahoga County,” Lawrence Cole. Al- 
though the legal provisions vary from State 
State, experience under the Ohio law valuable 
many other places. 
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ADOPTION ILLEGITIMATE CHILDREN 
THE PERIL IGNORANCE 

far the greatest problems and dangers connected 
with adoptions center around illegitimacy. The large 
proportion adopted children always has been and 
still illegitimate birth. Ignorance essential facts 
the great peril most adoptions illegitimate chil- 
dren. The children are born mystery and disposed 
permanently while still too young show signs 
future capacity. Much could said the lack 
information which adoption agencies and courts are 
guilty concerning the inner life families which they 
place children. Here shall stress more particularly 
their ignorance the child whom they place, his family 
history and personal makeup. Social workers these 
agencies should the start face the fact that ignorance 
their greatest handicap. 

The placers these babies are optimists, you say? 
But their optimism based wishes rather than 
facts, and therefore counterfeit. Fiction interesting 
and valuable its place, but the fiction which written 
into the records these infants and never verified 
dangerous basis which determine child’s future, 
which must real and not fictitious life. General- 
izations are justifiable only when drawn from sufficient 
number actual particular details, not when based 
assumptions, guesses, and hopes. 

Heretofore too the policy for dealing with 
such social cases has been based sentiment, preju- 
dice, and convention. Too often the plan for the 
child grows out the personal opinion the social 
religious worker what ought done with 
children. There usually favorite and cus- 
tomary method solving this type human problem, 
peculiar the particular person institution. 

Social workers must adopt saner policy. Call 
more scientific method. means greater reliance 
the facts and knowledge circumstances each par- 
ticular case the only dependable basis for making 
plan for the child. 

means learning the truth about the mother and the 
father and their families; the physical and mental cali- 
bre each; the attitude each toward the child and 
its future; the material and personal resources available 
for the child’s care; and all the information possible 
regard the personal condition and capacities the 
child. 

Thorough investigation such facts and their inter- 
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pretation, while bringing many similar situations 
light succeeding cases, making the worker wiser 
experience, yet reveal surprising variety human 
beings and conditions. two cases are quite alike. 
How unwise and unethical then for social workers 
allow themselves predetermined their 
policies. How dare one decide plan dispose 
child when the case still undeveloped and the truth 
the situation yet undiscovered? 

With our present knowledge biology and heredity 
seem justified general not offer for adoption 
the child feebleminded parentage. possible that 
after more study and observation shall find that 
even this seemingly safe generalization not justified; 
—that exceptions may found even this rule, 
the exceptional plan based actual and exact 
investigations. 

The one thing must ban ignorance dis- 
graceful; and exalt accuracy and integrity. 
must stop slurring over lack information unwel- 
come information. must willing less spec- 
tacular and more dependable. must carry back 
into every last case that handle the high standards 
case work, the scientific fact-finding and interpreting 
which discuss conferences and adopt unani- 
mous vote. 

ALBERT STONEMAN, General Secretary, 
The Michigan Children’s Aid Society 
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